272  FRANCE UNDER THE REPUBLIC

may teach if they have adequate diplomas, they
may do religiously whatever they like, except
to be members of an unauthorised order. The
government did not expel, but it dispersed these
societies illegally constituted. Again it was not
a question of religion, but of political prepon-
derance and supremacy. The issue, indeed, was
not religion, but "Who shall rule ?" Ultramon-
tane Catholicism or Republican France ? Rome
or Paris? The point upon which all liberals
must be agreed is that by this law France made
one of the greatest conquests in the history
of her legislation.

When one views an order as a regular society,
the Association Law seems illiberal and unfair.
A closer attention to the nature of an ordinary
organisation, and to that of a monastic institu-
tion, reveals how dissimilar they are, and con-
sequently how differently they should be treated.
One is for the benefit of each individual com-
posing it, the other practically destroys the in-
dividual. He ceases to exist as such, and there-
by loses all affinities for fruitful associations
profitable to all. If a member of a society
becomes dissatisfied, he may withdraw and
take his share of capital and profits. In an
order he is retained by all possible means; and
if he retires, the sums he brought in are not re-